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RAWINGS of the best examples of the architecture of the past are 
IB indispensable in the practice and in the study of architecture. How- 

ever, the books of plates containing such drawings are so costly that 
many architects are obliged to work under the handicap of an inadequate 
library and most draftsmen and students must depend entirely upon the books 
in the office or school, when they might derive much inspiration and develop- 
ment from studying such books at their leisure. 


Knowing this condition and having found that the plate pages from old 
works on architecture published in PeNcrt Points are appreciated by a 
large number of readers, the publishers of PENci~ Pornts have begun 
the publication of a series of reprints of old books of architectural plates 
under the general title of “The Library of Architectural Documents,” with 
the purpose of making this material available for every one at as moderate a 
price as is consistent with a satisfactory presentation of the matier, not costly 
publications of limited appeal but a practical working library. 


This reprint of a selection of plates from H. D’Espouy’s “Fragments 
d’Architecture Antique,’ is the second book in “The Library of Architectural 
Documents.” The original work, published in Paris under the direction of 
IH. D’Espouy, professor at the Ecole des Beaux Arts, consists of two volumes 
of plates, one hundred in each volume. In preparing this work M. D’Espouy 
selected drawings from among those made by winners of the Grand Prix de 
Rome during their studies under the direction of the French Academy in 
Rome. M. D’Espouy’s work constitutes a rich store of the finest drawings of 
the antique, the value of which is fully recognized by the architectural pro- 
fession. The present reprint is the result of the careful selection of one hundred 
plates with a view to their usefulness to the architct and to the student. 


The third, fourth and fifth volumes in “The Library of Architectural 
Documents” will be devoted to Gothic, Romanesque and Spanish architecture, 
respectively. Each of these reprints will consist of one hundred selected plates. 


These will be followed by other volumes, rounding out the series into a 
reference library embracing a wide range of the best material presented in 
such a way as to meet the requirements of the architectural profession. 
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